as covered his tracks in war-time America. The famous
" Committee of Seven " had a Papen watchdog in the form
of Herr In der Mauer, the Vienna correspondent of the
former Centre organ Germania, of which, it will be re-
membered, von Papen was chairman of directors. Papen
was still actuated by the old Imperial order, " every means
to protect Germany's interest", and he used a Catholic
newspaper, financed by Catholic money, to help in the
achievement of a National Socialist aim. The name of
von Papen's nominee in the " Committee of Seven " is
very appropriate, for rendered into English it means, " in
the wall".
The other six members of this infamous committee
were Leopold, Jury and Tavs, Globotschnig, the Vienna
district leader of the Nazis, Professor Menghin, one-time
Rector of the University of Vienna, whose chair was the
study of prehistoric man (he was also one of Papen's
Catholic <f bridge builders"), and a man who went
by the peculiar title of Lieutenant Field-Marshal von
Bardolff,
The organization of this movement took up most of
the winter months, but in February 1937 the Federal
Chancellor was persuaded by one of his Ministers, Dr.
Neustadter-Stiirmer, to discuss the future with several of
its representatives,
On 12 February 1937 a number of men met in the
Chancellor's room with very mixed feelings. Schuschnigg,
Neustadter-Stiirmer, Skubl, the Vienna Police President,
and his two aides, Stiirminger and Bartl, seemed to represent
the Government, while Jury and Menghin took the floor
for the new ally, the Committee of Seven* Leopold, owing
to his lack of aristocratic background, remained in the
waiting-room and was called into the conference-room
after the plans were all laid, in order that he could promise
the Chancellor his good behaviour; while for some unknown,
but typical Austrian reason, Dr. Seyss-Inquart was brought
in, probably to make an impressive show of force behind
the Government A year later, a show of force was to be
used against the Federal Chancellor in the house on the
hill across the frontier.